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active habits would enable him to maintain nis connection
with the Edinburgh Cavalry as usual; and, perhaps, he
also flattered himself, that residing for the summer in
Selkirkshire would not interfere more seriously with his
business as a barrister, than the occupation of the cottage
at Lasswade had hitherto done.

While he was seeking about, accordingly, for some
"lodge in the Forest," his kinsman of Harden suggested
that the tower of Auld Wat might be refitted, so as to
serve his purpose; and he received the proposal with en-
thusiastic delight. On a more careful inspection of the
localities, however,,he became sensible that he would be
practically at a greater distance from county business of
all kinds at Harden, than if he were to continue at Lass-
wade. Just at this time, the house of Ashestiel, situated
on the southern bank of the Tweed, a few miles from
Selkirk, became vacant by the death of its proprietor,
Colonel Russell, who had married a sister of Scott's
mother, and the consequent dispersion of the family.
The young laird of Ashestiel, his cousin, was then in
India; and the Sheriff took a lease of the house and
grounds, with a small farm adjoining. On the 4th May,
two days after the Tristrem had been published, he says
to Ellis, "I have been engaged in travelling backwards
and forwards to Selkirkshire upon little pieces of busi-
ness, just important enough to prevent my doing any-
thing to purpose. One great matter, however, I have
achieved, which is, procuring myself a place of residence,
which will save me these teasing migrations in future, so
that, though I part with my sweet little cottage on the
banks of the Esk, you will find me this summer in the
very centre of the ancient Eeged, in a decent farmhouse
overhanging the Tweed, and situated in a wild pastoral
country." And again, on the 19th, he thus apologizes
for not having answered a letter of the 10th: "For more
than a month my head was fairly tenanted by ideas,
which, though strictly pastoral and rural, were neither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